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A Sociolinguistic Study
on the Linguistic Rights of the Deaf

ABE Yasusi
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(Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to investigate the linguistic rights of Deaf people
from the perspective of sociolinguistics.

Generally, sign languages had been viewed as only informal means of
communication that used by people who cannot hear. Attitudes to deaf people had
been often paternalistic because of negative and pathological views to deafness.
But many Deaf people have been insisting that they have their own language and
culture, namely sign language and Deaf culture. And they insist on their linguistic
and cultual rights to develop the Deaf identity by acquiring and using sign
language in Deaf community.

Due to the viewpoints of sociolinguists, rights of linguistic minorities to use
native languages have regarded as a basic human rights. Therefore, Deaf people
also have linguistic rights as a linguistic minority. However, Deaf education has
been managed by hearing educators and the oralism that demanding Deaf children
to learn lip-reading and speech. And these approach failed to meet the linguistic
needs of Deaf students and raised low academic achievement as a result.

Recently, many members of Deaf community and researchers are discussing the
validity of bilingual-bicultual education. This approach means to educate Deaf
students by using sign language as a first language, and literacy of dominate
language as a second language. Deaf culture also regarded as educational

resources for learning how to live in the hearing society as a Deaf. Accordingly,
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most educators have to be bilingual and the members of Deaf community. Then,

teachers can play the role models for Deaf students.

The linguistic rights of Deaf is concluded as follows:

First, Deaf people have the right to use sign language in all of the society.

Second, Deaf people have the right to access information as much as the
hearing people do.

Third, Deaf people have the right to access Deaf community and acquire sign
language in Deaf school.

Forth, Deaf people have the right to learn all of the subjects, including learning

to read and write by sign language.
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